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Dear Binghamton Families, 

The Binghamton City School District is indeed an amazing place to work, learn and 
grow! In this edition of BToday, you will find numerous examples of how both students 
and faculty are achieving. You will read about our students’ academic achievements, 
recent musical performances, student athletes, and distinguished graduates. You will 
also read about our newly named Master Teachers and how our full staff participated 
in early October in an Amazing Race Challenge across the district. The Amazing Race 
Challenge provided an opportunity for mixed teams of faculty and staff to work together 
to accomplish a series of tasks. They were able to appreciate firsthand the commitment 
and perseverance possessed by Binghamton City School District employees. 
Our faculty and staff also gather at the start of each year for our annual convocation. 
Convocation is a time to reunite, celebrate our collective work and focus on the priorities 
that lie in the year ahead. This year, a focus was placed on being mindful of how our 
work not only impacts our students, but how it affects us as human beings. An emphasis 
was placed on the importance of taking care of ourselves so that we are best able to care 
for others. 
One of the ways we can care for ourselves is to recognize those things that matter most. 
Our staff was asked to reach for their phones and send a text thanking someone in their 
life. One spontaneous moment of gratitude. Within minutes, responses from those that 
received these messages were returned and the room filled with positivity. Gratitude can 
be an infectious act of kindness. 
When we focus on what we are appreciative of, we are also directing our attention to the 
things that matter most to us. Having this focus results in getting more of what we need 
and want. Gratitude also generates a positive climate and assists us in solving problems. 
If we approach a problem with a positive attitude, the problem will be embraced with 
the perspective of improvement and opportunity instead of challenge or impossibility. 
Being grateful is not just the right thing to do, it is a powerful thing to do. While autumn 
and winter bring several holidays and reminders of the importance of giving and thanks, 
being grateful is an act that, when embodied year round, benefits both individuals and the 
community. 
Make and take the time to recognize what others have done or what they mean to you. 
The smallest of gestures, when recognized, has a lasting impact on both the individual 
who provided the words of thanks and those who received them. 
I am truly grateful to be working and leading in such an enriched environment. Thank 
you for making the Binghamton City School District your district of choice. 

With Patriot Pride, 
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Dr. Tonia Thompson 
Superintendent of Schools 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Grades 3-8 NYS tests 
show increases in nearly 
all BCSD schools 

Recent New York State test scores for 
Binghamton City School District show gains in nearly 
all areas in English language arts and mathematics for 
grades 3-8. 

The New York State Department of Education 
cautioned educators to not use previous assessments 
as a direct comparison since the test construct has 
changed. One of the biggest changes was moving from 
a three-day testing session to a two-day testing session. 
The education department also trimmed the number of 
questions on each test and set new standards for each 
scoring level. Nevertheless, a significant number of 
students achieved at higher levels. 

In math 3-8, the largest gains came from Ben Franklin 
Elementary, MacArthur Elementary and Horace Mann 
Elementary. MacArthur made a 12 percent gain, Mann 
had an increase of 9 percent and Franklin had an 8 
percent increase. 

In 3-8 ELA, there was a 10 percent increase at Mann, 
a 7 percent increase at Wilson, a 6 percent increase at 
Jefferson and a 5 percent increase at Franklin. 

Assistant Superintendent of Instruction and Budget, 
Karry Mullins said she was pleased that there were so 
many gains across the district. 

“These gains showcase the hard work of our students 
and educators,” Mullins said. “Our teachers have 
looked over areas where growth was not demonstrated 
to determine how our instruction or the materials used 
might be adjusted.” 

Overall, there was an increase in the number of 
students in the district who took the tests and less 
students who opted out of the test. 

NYSED released a revision to the Common Core 
standards set in 2010. The new standards in ELA and 
math, known as the Next Generation Standards, were 
adopted in September 2017. Professional development 
on these standards will be provided in 2018-2020, with 
full implementation starting in September 2020. The 
NYS grades 3-8 assessments will be based on these 
standards and a new baseline will be established in 
Spring 2021. 

BHS students honored 
in National Merit 
Scholarship program
Congratulations to Simon Joyner and Sophia Klin who 
were honored in the National Merit Scholarship program this 
fall. Klin was named a commended student and Joyner was 
named a semifinalist in the 2019 National Merit Scholarship 
Program. 

As a commended 
student, Klin is one 
of approximately 
34,000 students 
throughout 
the nation 
who are being 
recognized for

Simon Joyner Sophia Klin their exceptional 
promise. To 

be chosen for this honor, she had to place among the top 
50,000 scores of more than 1.6 million students by taking the 
preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test. 

As a semifinalist, Joyner represents less than one percent of 
high school seniors in the United States. He will continue in 
the competition for some 7,500 National Merit Scholarships 
worth more than $31 million that will be offered next spring. 
To be considered for a Merit Scholarship award, semifinalists 
must fulfill several requirements to advance to the finalist 
level of the competition. Each semifinalist must submit a 
detailed scholarship application including information about 
their academic record, participation in school and community 
activities, leadership abilities, employment and awards 
received. They must also be endorsed and recommended by 
a high school 
official, write an 
essay and earn SAT 
scores that confirm 
the student’s earlier 
performance on 
the qualifying test. 
Joyner will find out 
in February if he 
has been chosen to 
be a finalist. 

E D U C A+ T E 
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‘Amazing Race’ 
emphasizes teamwork 

and critical thinking 
More than 80 teams recently came together in nine 
district buildings to compete in the Amazing Race Challenge. 
And while the prize wasn’t a million dollars, that didn’t stop 
the teams from giving it their all. 

Keeping in mind this year’s convocation message on the 
importance of play and the value of positive relationships, 
the District Professional Development Committee planned 
the superintendent’s conference day as a way to provide 
opportunities to encourage teamwork and collective 

efficacy. Teams 
were randomly 
comprised of 
teachers and staff 
members from across the district. 

“Since it was a district superintendent’s conference day, we wanted to offer an 
opportunity for our faculty and staff to meet others from the district who they 
may not have an opportunity to meet or work with,” said Karry Mullins, assistant 
superintendent of instruction and budget. “We also wanted to emphasize the 
importance of our collective strengths, not just those we work with every day.” 

Each team was assigned a building where they competed in a variety of timed 
challenges. The teams worked together on puzzles, physical challenges and even a 
singing challenge. The challenge spanned an hour and each building designated a 
winning team. Mullins said she was surprised at the competitive spirit of the staff. 

“Every team completed each of the four tasks before 
the time limit expired, and overall completed all the 
challenges in much less time than I anticipated,” she 
said. 

Ultimately, the team with the shortest time, 
Binghamton High School Team #08, was named the 
district winner. 

“They were all winners,” Mullins said. “It wasn’t about 
who won, but more about getting to know other faculty 
and staff and recognizing the strengths 
others have across the district.” 

CHALLENG E 
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Binghamton High School hosts Swiss exchange student 

Walking through the halls of This year, he will be trying out for the high school,” he said. “I really like all the 
Binghamton High School is a student BHS hockey club and hopes to be the classes that I take. I like physics, history 
who is thousands of miles from home, team’s goalie. and digital design production.” 
although you wouldn’t know it from 

looking at him. 
Moritz Ganzoni is 
a Rotary Exchange 
Student from 
Switzerland. He 
said being away 
from his family and 
friends has been a 
test for him. 

“One of the things I am learning about is 
the culture. It’s hard to adjust because I 
grew up in a completely different way,” 
he said. “It’s way different here. There is 
not a lot that is the same.” 

One thing that will be the same for 
Ganzoni is playing hockey. Ganzoni was 
practically brought up on the ice and has 
been skating as long as he can remember. 

“I live for hockey,” he said. “I have been 
playing at club level since I was five. It’s 
part of who I am.” 

Ganzoni is 15 years old, and has 
already graduated from high school in 
Switzerland. He said the school system in 
the United States is completely different 
from what he is used to. In Switzerland 
they attend nine years of school and then 
they can go on to do an apprenticeship or 
continue on to University. 

“My next step will be to do an 
apprenticeship,” he said. “I want to 
become an architect and then possibly go 
to University.” 

He speaks three languages; Swiss 
German, Rhaeto-Romantsch and English. 

“I really enjoy the classes here at the 

Being away from his family has been 
difficult for Ganzoni. For the first 30 days 
he was not allowed to have any contact 
with his parents or friends. 

“It’s part of the Rotary exchange rules,” 
he said. “It’s so you don’t get homesick 
and can acclimate to being away from 
home.” 

Ganzoni will spend the year with a few 
different host families and now that he 
has been here more than 50 days he has 
been able to call home and tell his family 
about life in Binghamton. 

“Everyone here has been welcoming,” he 
said. “I’ve been having a great year and 
can’t wait to play hockey for the school.” 

BCSD celebrates its school board members 
National School Board Recognition Week is a week devoted to recognizing school board members for their commitment 
to the public school children of New York State. On Oct. 23 the BCSD School Board Members were honored during a breakfast 
at Coolidge Elementary School. The students sang a song, recited poems and presented the board members with a token of their 
gratitude. As a way to thank them for their time, each board member received a hand-painted clock featuring student artwork. 

“Recognizing school board member service should be a year-round endeavor, but designating one week to highlight these 
volunteers’ efforts ensures they receive some of the thanks they deserve,” said Superintendent of Schools Tonia Thompson. 

Thank you
Brian Whalen 

Evan McNamara 
Joseph Gasior 

Penelope Harper 
Korin Kirk 

Liz Rosenberg 
John Weaver 
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BHS student body president 
brings new voice to board 

When Aseel Mohamed and his family came to the 
United States from Yeman, they settled on the West Side of 
Binghamton. Mohamed was in third grade at Horace Mann 
Elementary School and he didn’t speak any English. Now 
Mohamed is a senior at Binghamton High School and is 
the senior class president as well as the student government 
president. 

“I started from not knowing English at all in 3rd grade to the 
position I am in now, leading my class and having a leadership 

position,” he said. “I’m proof 
that hard work pays off.” 

As president of student 
government, he also sits on 
the school district’s board of 
education, representing students 
at meetings. 

“It’s nice to get an inside look 
at how things are done,” he 
said. “I’ve found that students’ 
perspectives of how things are 
done can be very shallow. They 
think things are done quickly, 

when in reality, to get something done is very complex. It’s not 
just something that is done in a blink of an eye, it’s a process.” 

Mohamed said acting as the student body representative at 
board meetings is something that he takes seriously. 

“I think the board is open to hearing what students think,” he 
said. “I appreciate the opportunity to share my perspective of 
what is going on in the school.” 

Mohamed said that although the board meetings can be long 
and sometimes boring, it’s all part of the process. 

“It’s not always about something you are interested in,” he 
said. “But at one meeting a parent shared an issue his son was 
having with transportation. It’s nice to see the board being able 
to make changes and address issues.” 

Mohamed is also a member of SADD, the business honor 
society, debate club, yearbook club, and the vice president for 
the National Honor Society. He said he would like to attend 
Binghamton University and become a financial manager. 

ADVENTURES OF 
FLAT
PAT 

Our own Flat Pat, the Patriot 
has been traveling around the 
district making friends and having adventures. 
We’re never sure where he will turn up and what he will be up 
to. So far this year; he has helped BCSD staff members with 
their Amazing Race Challenge, learned about Spanish culture 
with Ms. Perry’s 7th grade Spanish Class at West Middle 
School and visited the students of Ben Franklin Elementary. 
We can’t wait to see what he gets to do as the year progresses. 
You can follow Flat Pat on the district’s Facebook page. 
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BHS students join voices with area students 

Eleven BHS choral students 
participated in the inaugural collegiate-
high school choral festival Sept.30 at 
Binghamton University. 

Binghamton High School music teacher 
Jennifer Easley worked with the students 
to prepare them for the culminating 
performance at BU’s Anderson Center. 

“The students were so inspired and excited 
about singing,” Easley said. “It was also 
great that they had the opportunity to sing 
such high-level music.” 

The students joined forces with five other 
high schools and the SUNY Binghamton 
Harpur Chorale, under the direction of 
Dr. William Culverhouse. Participating 
high schools included Chenango Valley, Johnson City, Maine-
Endwell, Owego-Free Academy and Vestal. 

“It was such a wonderful opportunity for the BHS singers to 
sing with the BU Harpur Choral and other high school choirs,” 
Easley said. 

During the performance, there were four soloists and three 
of them were from BHS. Josh Schull, Trevor Terry and Paige 

McNett were chosen as soloists during the performance.The 
concert was sponsored by the Binghamton University music 
department. 

Congratulations to Joshua Schull, Trevor Terry, Madelyn 
Sheehan, AJ Massey, Matthew Kovach, Yaseen Anderson, 
Diego Harlost, Soniah Rodney, Jeannie Sebesta, Dayzja Tyler 
and Paige McNett. You make us Patriot Proud! 

Teacher honored with award at breast cancer walk 

On Oct. 21, BHS English 
Teacher, Karen Clarke was awarded 
the ‘Marie Thomas Voice of Hope 
Award’ at the Making Strides Against 
Breast Cancer Walk at Recreation 
Park. Clarke was honored for her 
advocacy in support of breast cancer 
awareness and her fundraising 
endeavors. In 2016, Clarke was 
diagnosed with breast cancer and has 
been a warrior and guiding light for 
others, even as she fought through 
her bout. Today she is cancer free. 
She continues to be positive and 
gives of herself in support of others 
and this ongoing fight. 
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Walsh said that the Binghamton City School District serves breakfast 
to approximately 2,400 students each day. 

“The children who have eaten a healthy meal at school are less likely 
to have any behavioral issues and consistently score better on tests 
and carry a better GPA than a student who is arriving at         

school  hungry on a daily basis,” Walsh said. 

 

 

‘School Breakfast Day’ 

NYS commissioner of 
agriculture attends 

On Sept. 26, New York State Commissioner of Agriculture Richard A. Ball 
visited students at Benjamin Franklin Elementary School to announce the first 
NYS School Breakfast Day. The official state holiday was proclaimed to celebrate 
the great work happening in schools across New York to ensure students have a 
healthy start every school day. 

“It is the most 
important meal 
of the day,” 
School Lunch Director 
Pat Walsh said. “I know that it sounds cliché, but a hungry child can’t 
pay attention to their teacher or focus on their lessons.” 

E M P  W E R  
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District recognized for excellence 
The Binghamton City School District has been recognized in two 
categories for outstanding achievement in educational 
communications by the New York School Public 
Relations Association (NYSPRA). 

The district’s 2018-19 budget/bBond newsletter 
received an Award of Honor and the poster series 
‘Why Binghamton’ won an Award of Merit for 
overall graphics and design in NYSPRA’s 39th 
Annual Communications Awards contest. 

Entries were judged by a distinguished panel of 
communications professionals from across the United 
States. Winning entries were displayed at the New York 
State School Boards Association convention Oct. 25-27 
in New York City. dramaticwe are... 

Why
Binghamton? 

Teen Traffic Safety Day
Students learn about safety on the road 

Students from Binghamton High School learned about the importance of being 
responsible behind the wheel at the annual Teen Traffic Safety Day at the Floyd L. Maines 
Veterans Memorial Arena. Students from across the region came together to listen to Karen 
Torres, a traffic safety advocate, who lost her father in a distracted driving crash. The students 
were also able to take part in interactive displays which showed the effects of distracted 
driving. During the day, students wore impaired driving goggles and experienced how hard 

it is to 
complete 
simple tasks like walking in a straight line, 
driving a pedal car or throwing a baseball while 
under the influence of drugs or alcohol. 

Multiple police agencies from the area took 
part in the event. The New York State Police 
Troop C brought ‘The Convincer’ which is a 
contraption that simulates a 7 m.p.h. crash and 
the ‘Roll-Over’ which demonstrates what can 
happen to unbuckled occupants in a roll-over 
crash. 

The students were also able to compete in the 
Battle of the Belts, Seat Belt Competition and 
other fun events that highlight the importance 
of safety on the road. 

CHALLENG E 
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From a Grammy Award-Winning musician to a former New 
York Supreme Court Justice -- Binghamton City School District 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BCSD honors distinguished graduates 
celebrated a few of its distinguished graduates on Oct. 4. Six alumni 
from the district were named as the 2018 Distinguished Graduates. 

Coordinator of Theatre and Special Events Lawrence Kassan has 
been involved with the dinner since its inception more than 26 
years ago. 

“It never ceases to amaze me as to what a truly magical event it 
is,” he said. “Recognizing those who have brought distinction 
to themselves, their families and to our community from so 
many different chosen paths is so important to our students, 
and allows them to celebrate not only each of the honorees’ 
achievements, but see their own potential.” 

The event starts with a reception in the art gallery and is 
followed by a dinner catered and served by students from Binghamton High 

Schools Culinary Arts program. The dinner serves as a fundraiser for the Rod 
Serling School of Fine Arts. 

“Whether a Central Bulldog, North Indian, or BHS Patriot, welcoming these special 
graduates home and working with the many staff and students who make the dinner 
possible is an honor that I always look forward to year after year,” Kassan said. 

Binghamton City School District’s 2018 distinguished graduates 

Sandy Ferrante - BNHS 1960 
Binghamton City School District 
Advocate 
Binghamton Alumni Association 

Ralph M. Garruto, PhD -
BNHS 1962 
Honorary SUNY Distinguished Professor 
Graduate Program in Biomedical 
Anthropology, Binghamton University 

Andy Hall - BHS 1993 
Grammy Award Winning Musician 
Member of the acclaimed band - The 
Infamous Stringdusters 

Frank Lovoulo - BNHS 1942 
Educator, Coach - WWII Veteran 

Walter J. Relihan Jr. 
(posthumously) - BCHS 1948 

Justice, New York State Supreme Court 
Cornell Law School (J.D. 1959) 

Sheldon Jay Walker Jr., MBA - 
BHS 1985 

Senior Wealth Manager, ESL Wealth 
Management Services, LLC 

12 



  

 

 

 

 

Grammy 
winner shares 
experiences 
with BHS 
music 
students 
On Oct. 3, Binghamton High School 
Alumni and Grammy Award-
winning artist Andy Hall visited 
music students to talk about his 
career. 

Hall is a founding member of The Infamous 
Stringdusters, a progressive acoustic/bluegrass band. The 
band emerged in 2007 with the album ‘Fork in the Road.’ 
In 2018, they won the Grammy Award for Best Bluegrass 
Album for “Laws of Gravity.” 

Hall, a graduate of the Binghamton High School Class 
of 1993, has played dobro with numerous famous artists, 
including Dolly Parton, Earl Scruggs, Emmylou Harris, 
Zack Brown and Charlie Daniels. He opened up to students 
about what it was like to win a Grammy Award and how he 
never thought he would be back at BHS talking to students 
about his career. 

“The arts program here was helpful to me, but I wasn’t 
the best student,” Hall said. He went on to share his 
appreciation for all the opportunities the Binghamton 
School District afforded him over the years. 

Hall was honored as one of the 2018 distinguished 
graduates at the annual dinner on Oct. 4, 2018. 

Middle school 
students enjoy a 
crisp autumn day 
collecting leaves 
Every autumn Joe Zapach and Veronica Vidal’s seventh 
grade science classes meet for a day of leaf collecting 
and autumn exploration. 

The students and their families meet at the Binghamton 
University Nature Preserve where they enjoy the beauty 
of fall and collect samples for their leaf projects. During 
the hunt for the perfect specimens, the students also 
learned how to spot wild edibles. 

The project gives students real-life experience with 
scientific collections using identification keys and, at 
the end of the day, they go home with enough leaves to 
complete their projects. 

13 



 

Patriot Pride 

Proud of our Patriots 
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Ten from Binghamton recognized 
as ‘NYS Master Teachers’ 

This year, 10 teachers in the 
Binghamton City School District were 
named New York State Master Teachers 
by Governor Cuomo. The NYS Master 

To apply to become a master teacher, a 
teacher must engage in peer mentoring 
and intensive content-oriented 
professional development opportunities 
throughout the academic year; work 
closely with pre-service and early 
career teachers to foster a supportive 
environment for the next generation 

Teacher program consists of outstanding 
teachers recognized for their dedication 
to providing the most innovative 
STEM education to their students, their 
commitment to professional growth, 
and their enthusiasm for sharing their 
successful practices with colleagues in 
their schools, districts and regions. 

“I could not be more proud of these 
educators,” said Superintendent of 
Schools Tonia Thompson. “They are 
truly dedicated to their craft, always 
searching for ways to learn and grow 
their profession. They exemplify 
the spirit of being life-long learners 
and I am thrilled that so many of the 
candidates were from our district.” 

of STEM teachers and attend required 
regional cohort meetings, and participate 
in and lead several professional 
development sessions each year. 

“Teachers dedicate their lives to 
educating our youth and inspiring 
them to succeed inside and outside the 
classroom,” said Lieutenant Governor 
Kathy Hochul. “I congratulate the 
275 teachers who will join the New 
York State Master Teacher program 
for their invaluable leadership and 
skills in STEM education. The 
master teacher program continues to 
expand, recognizing their growth and 
commitment to educating students in the 
STEM fields of the future.” 

E M P  W E R  

Of the 275 selected master teachers, 
more than 76 percent have been in the 
classroom for 10 or more years and 22 
percent have been teaching for more 
than 20 years. All master teachers are 
active beyond their classrooms, serving 
as curriculum department leaders or on 
district and state-level committees. 

Congratulations to: 
Dyan Andrew 

Constance Buchinsky 
Angela Driscoll 
Patricia Fiato 
Kelly Hudock 
Mary Keenan 
Emily Koval 

Erin Mellander 
Denise Parsons 
Karen Zetzsche 

Previously 
recognized 

master teachers: 
Amy Brainard 

Barbara LaBarre 
Susan Mayer - Emeritus 

Jacqueline Scallan - Emeritus 
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By now, parents may be used to hearing about the 
Reader’s and Writer’s Workshops that are used in classrooms 
across the district. This year, the district has also started using 
Math Workshop to teach students in grades K-2. 

Director of Curriculum for K-12, Brenda Lidestri, said the 
program differs from regular math instruction because it allows 
students the ability to move at their own pace. 

“Traditionally, math teachers have 
taught whole-group lessons with the 
same content for all students,” Lidestri 
said. “Math Workshop allows for more 
differentiation for students. There still 
may be a full-group mini lesson, but then 
students move to activities at their own 
level.” 

The workshop includes games, word 
problems, computer activities and small 
group teacher-led lessons. 

This summer, all math mentors in the 
district offered workshops to introduce 
teachers to the program. 

Erin Mellander is a math mentor at 
Coolidge Elementary. She says she likes 
the new Math Workshop and that it has 
made teaching easier for her. 

Math workshop 
teaches 
students at all 
levels 

“I don’t know how I ever taught without Math Workshop,” she 
said. “It makes my job easier because I feel like I can meet the 
needs of all of my students.” 

Mellander said that there is no wrong way to use Math 
Workshop and that the kids really enjoy the routine of the 
program. 
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Lori Asquith was named the new prin-
School. 

was a 
K-12 principal at Hancock Central School 
District. She was also an assistant prin-

Norwich 
High School. Asquith said that work-
ing within the Binghamton City School 
District is like a homecoming for her. 
“This is my first year with BCSD and I am 
proud to be part of the Patriot family,” she 
said. “I am looking forward to collectively 

instructional 
working 

with families and staff to ensure every stu 
dent is reaching their highest potential.” 
Asquith wants all families at MacArthur to 
know that her door is always open and that 
she believes ‘we are better together always.’ 

This year Kyle Skinner has moved from the 
assistant principal position to the principal 

Benjamin Franklin Elementary School. 
working in education 

for nine years and has spent eight of those 
within the Binghamton City School District. 
“Working in the BCSD has shown me the 
power of teamwork and collaboration,” 
he said. “When I first got into education, I 

difference 
for students and take on the world all on my 
own. Having had the privilege of working in       

 

 

 

       

     

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

    
   

  

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
    

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

 

BCSD New Administrators 
theBCSD, Iquickly learned that, on ourown, 
we are limited, but when we work as a team, 
whether it’s a grade level, a department, a Lori 
building and even as a district, we have

Asquith the greatest possible impact on students.” 
Principal at He said he enjoys the opportunity 
MacArthur to work with such amazing staff, 

cipal at MacArthur Elementary 
Prior to coming to the district she 

cipal and interim principal at 

learning and growing as an 
leader, but, more importantly, 

Kyle Skinner
Principal at Franklin 

at 
Skinner has been 

thought I was going to make a 

families and students every day.  
“The educators in the BCSD and at Benjamin 
Franklin are second to none and we have 
an amazing opportunity to learn from 
one another daily maximizing both our 
individual and collective potential,” he said. 

Kelly Bough
Assistant Principal 

- at Franklin 
Kelly Bough was named the assistant 
principal at Benjamin Franklin Elementary 
School. Prior to this appointment, Bough 
was a special education teacher and 
consultant teacher for more than 20 years. 
She has spent her entire educational career 
within the Binghamton City School District. 
“Working in the Binghamton City School 
District has changed my life in the way 
of recognizing what a strong impact 
the school community, as a whole, has 
on the development of our students,” 
she said. “The realization that a child 
can learn best once their basic needs 
are met and having high expectations 
for all is equitable.  The power of 
relationships is the foundation of learning 
and growing into productive citizens.” 

Bough said she is most looking 
forward to forming new, positive 
relationships with her students, their 
families and the faculty at Franklin. 
“My goal is to have students and faculty 
that want to be at school every day and that 
the climate of our building is one of solidarity, 
compassion and success,” she said. “This 
district has so many dedicated staff that 
spend their days trying to make each child 
they encounter feel special and cared about.” 

Richelle 
Acquisto

Assistant Principal  
at Roosevelt and 

Supervisor for 
Opportunities for 

Success 
This year, Richelle Acquisto was named 
the new assistant principal at Roosevelt 
Elementary School and the supervisor of 
The Opportunities for Success Program. 
Prior to this, Acquisto was the collaborative 
coach at Thomas Jefferson Elementary 
School. She has been working in education 
for 11 years with 10 of those with 
the Binghamton City School District. 
“I am most excited to continue to build 
relationships with all students and 
continuing to push all students’ academic 
thinking to their highest potential,” Acquisto 
said. Acquisto is a proud graduate of BCSD. 

Dawne 
Anna-Adams 

Associate 
Principal at BHS 

Dawne Anna-Adams was named the 
new associate principal at Binghamton 
High School. She has been working with 
students in grades 10-12 whose last 
names begin with letters E-L. Adams 
was the P-Tech Coordinator as well as the 
lead on Go Green, Perkins/CTE and STEM 
initiatives since 2014 and served as the 
6-12 Science and Technology Chair for 
the past year and a half. She has 21 years 
of experience in education and has been 
a science teacher, an assistant director of 
high school programs, an adjunct professor 
and is currently on the board of directors 
for the Global Youth Service Team. 

“Our students and 
staff are truly amazing. 

They inspire me 
every day…”

W E R  - Miriam PurdyE M P  
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New Administrators cont. BNHS Class 
Miriam 

Purdy
Associate 

Principal at BHS 
This year, Miriam Purdy was named Asso-
ciate Principal at Binghamton High School. 
Prior to this, Purdy was one of the Assistant 
Principals. 
Purdy has been working in education 
for 27 years with 14 as a math teacher 
and 13 years as an assistant principal. 
She has spent her entire career within 
the Binghamton City School District. 
“Working in the BCSD has not just changed 
my life, it has been an integral part of 
forming it,” Purdy said. “While I was raised 
valuing education, care and compassion, it 
was truly the students in this building who 
have taught me the values of empathy and 
resiliency. I am forever grateful to them.” 

Purdy said she is often asked why she 
has remained at BHS for such a long 
period of time. Her response is simple. 
“Our students and staff are truly amazing. 
They inspire me every day to improve 
myself on both a personal and professional 
level,” Purdy said. “I look forward to going 
to work every day. Our students are 
inspiring, kind, compassionate, innovative, 
intelligent and gifted in so many ways 
that far transcend the academic walls. 
Twenty-seven years after the first day I 
walked through the doors of Binghamton 
High School, each and every day I have 
an interaction with a student or staff 
member that truly inspires me. How many 
people can describe their day like that?” 

Dario 
Vazquez

Assistant Principal  
at BHS 

Th is  fa l l ,  Dar io  
Vazquez transitioned from being a 
5th  grade teacher  a t  Theodore  
Roosevelt Elementary to an Assistant 
Principal at Binghamton High School. 
Vazquez was able to get a preview 
of what the job entailed last spring 
when he became the interim assistant 

principal at BHS from March to June. 
“I am very excited to now take this position 
full-time,” he said. “I have been fortunate 
enough to teach for the last 12 years in 
Binghamton City School District, and 
all of them were as a 5th grade teacher 
at Roosevelt, additionally serving as 
the Boys Modified Basketball Coach. 
Vazquez said that, while a jump from 
elementary to high school can be daunting, 
he decided to go into administration to have 
an impact on the student population that was 
larger than the four walls of his classroom. 
“I value building relationships with 
our students as I know personally 
how instrumental my relationships with 
teachers and coaches were in guiding 
my path to where I am today,” he said. 
“I am able to give back to the district that 
gave me so much as a student, and I am 
beyond grateful for that opportunity. I 
look forward to working with everyone 
at BHS, staff and students alike, and 
working to continue to make Binghamton 
City Schools a district to be proud of.” 

Scout Orr 
Department Chair for 

Science and 
Technology for 

grades 6-12 
Prior to this appointment, Orr was the 
IB DP Coordinator and a social studies 
teacher at the high school. Orr has been 
working in education for 14 years and said 
that BCSD is her home away from home. 
“I truly look forward to going to work 
every day,” she said. “The Binghamton City 
School District has supported me every 
step of the way in pursuing and achieving 
my professional goals. I look forward to 
supporting the growth and development 
of the Science Technology Departments 
and working closely with a new group of 
high school and middle school teachers.” 
“I am beyond excited to be an employee 
of a district that has given me so much,” 
she said. “It has been so rewarding to 
be able to provide that same comfort, 
support and educational experience 
that I had. It was way back at my Calvin 
Coolidge days that I knew I wanted to 
be a teacher in this amazing district!” 

of 1968 gives 
back to BCSD 
On Thursday, Nov. 8, the 
Binghamton North High School Class of 
‘68 presented a check for $5,600 to the 
Binghamton City School Foundation. 

The group, which recently celebrated its 
50th reunion, decided to raise funds on 
behalf of the foundation, which 
supports grants to district teachers 
for innovative classroom programs. 
Members of the class of ‘68 have been 
raising funds since January of this year 
through an online silent-auction, 50-50 
raffles and personal donations. 

“We rely upon donations to support 
the foundation mission,” said Board 
Chair Kim Myers. “This is the first 
such donation we’ve received from a 
graduating class. We can’t thank the 
BNHS Class of ‘68 sufficiently. Their 
gift will benefit students across the 
district.” 

The Binghamton City Schools 
Foundation was established in 2008 to 
enhance the educational experience of 
students in the Binghamton City Schools 
by providing additional resources to 
support the curriculum. The foundation 
awards grants to school district staff 
members who submit proposals for 
special projects or activities that fall 
beyond the scope of the district’s 
operating budget. Since inception, the 
foundation has awarded over $151,000 
to fund unique and innovative projects. 
100 percent of the foundation’s funding 
comes from donations. 
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Take your seat...
Leave your legacy 

Sponsor a seat in the Helen Foley Theatre at Binghamton High School with a personalized nameplate 
Benefits the Binghamton City Schools Foundation 

Celebrate your graduate 
Pay tribute to a loved one 

Leave your legacy 

Nameplates make a great gift for

the holidays! Order by December 15

to get a certificate by December 24

 

Your name here

Balcony Seats.......$100 
Side Seats.............$150 BCSD 2019 

Orchestra Seats.....$200 

Contact Ryan Hill at 607-762-8100, ext. 220 or hillr@binghamtonschools.org for more information and to place your order. 

District website: www.binghamtonschools.org  Email: info@binghamtonschools.org 




